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Preview

• What is LERU

• Open scholarship, OA to 
publications and to data

• What LERU universities are doing

• Policies, tools, services, training: 
what is being developed

• LERU CIO – chair Dr Paul Ayris
(UCL)  - see presentation at:
http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/1443239/
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Members (II)

3

21 European research-intensive 
universities committed to the values 
of high quality teaching within an 
environment of internationally 
competitive research.

Influence 
policy in 

Europe

Develop best 
practice

Relevance 
for all RIUs

Founded in 2002
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What is Open 
Scholarship?

• Open scholarship encompasses open access, open data, 
open educational resources, and all other forms of 
openness in the scholarly and research environment

• Open Scholarship website at 
http://www.openscholarship.org/jcms/c_6160/en/open-
scholarship

• Open Scholarship, called by the European Commission 
Science 2.0, is a new framework for doing research
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Science 2.0 consultation

Science 2.0’ describes the on-going evolution in the 
modus operandi of doing research and organising 
science. These changes in the dynamics of science and 
research are enabled by digital technologies and driven 
by the globalisation of the scientific community, as well 
as the need to address the Grand Challenges of our 
times. They have an impact on the entire research cycle, 
from the inception of research to its publication, as well 
as on the way in which this cycle is organised.
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Science 2.0 consultation

• The three main objectives of the consultation are: 
– to assess the degree of awareness amongst the 

stakeholders of the changing modus operandi
– to assess the perception of the opportunities and 

challenges
– to identify possible policy implications and actions to 

strengthen the competitiveness of the European 
science and research system by enabling it to take 
full advantage of the opportunities offered by 
Science 2.0

• LERU Vice-Rectors (Research) are making a response
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OA records: 
UCL Discovery

 All figures comprise local Green Full Text, and records 
with links to externally-held OA full text
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Data: Open or Closed?

• Benefits
– Tackle Grand Challenges 

in Society more easily
– Better for research –

interpretations can be 
checked

• Dis-benefits
– Sharing of data not 

embedded in research 
culture

– Some data cannot be 
shared (data protection, 
security reasons)

• Research community needs 
to decide…

See http://www.alliancepermanentaccess.org/wp-
content/uploads/downloads/2011/11/ODE-
ReportOnIntegrationOfDataAndPublications-1_1.pdf



9

LERU Roadmap for 
Research Data

• Overseen by Research 
Data Working Group 

Pablo Achard (University of Geneva)
Paul Ayris (UCL, University College London)
Serge Fdida (UPMC, Paris)
Stefan Gradmann (University of Leuven)
Wolfram Horstmann (University of Oxford)
Ignasi Labastida (University of Barcelona)
Liz Lyon (University of Bath)
Katrien Maes (LERU)
Susan Reilly (LIBER)
Anja Smit (University of Utrecht)
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LERU Roadmap for 
Research Data

1. Policy and Leadership
2. Advocacy
3. Selection and Collection, 

Curation, Description, 
Citation, Legal Issues

4. Research Data Infrastructure
5. Costs
6. Roles, Responsibilities and 

Skills
7. Recommendations to 

different stakeholder groups

The Globe, Cern, Geneva
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Key Messages

• Each LERU university needs a 
Research Data Management 
Strategy

• Researchers should have 
Research Data Management 
Plans

• LERU universities need to bring 
stakeholders together

• Benefits of ‘open data’ for sharing 
and re-use should be advocated 
and explored

King’s Cross, London
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Policy Development

• Case Study on Policy 
development from UCL

• Drivers
– External funders
– Need to inform 

researchers
– Raise awareness of issues 

facing UCL researchers
• Identifies roles and 

responsibilities
• Data to be made open in the 

most open manner 
appropriate

 Researchers should have 
Data Management Plans

 LERU slams lack of data 
policies – Research Europe

See www.lanecrothers.net/politicalprof/the-policy-cycle-and-
our-frozen-politics/
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Tools and Services

• Open Access 
publishing

• Repository services
o LERU Law portal
o DART-Europe
o Copyright 

management

Plaster Relief by John Flaxman, Flaxman Gallery, UCL
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LERU OA Legal Portal

• Portal being built by TEL (The 
European Library)

• All LERU OA legal publications 
brought together into one 
interface

• Value-Added Services, such as 
Text and Data Mining, also 
possible

A Box of Useful Knowledge
(Brougham Papers, UCL Library 

Services)
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http://www.dart-europe.eu
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Copyright management

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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“An ERA of change”
Messages to the EU

• Need coordinated OA policies – national and 
European level

• Implement and monitor OA to publications
• Revise Copyright and Database Directive – TDM 

exception for education and academic research 
purposes. Mandatory – no overriding by contract  - no 
licensing

• Support development of university OA infrastructure 
for OA publishing (monographs)

• Join up national e-infrastructures – support 
interoperability – access

• Integrate awareness and training
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Conclusions

• Open Scholarship is a new 
feature of the research 
landscape

• Today we have discussed
– New means of 

dissemination
– Increased importance for 

research data
– Tools, Services and 

Training needed to move 
forwards

• Thanks for listening
• Time for discussion

National Library of Latvia, Riga
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Contact

Info@leru.org
www.leru.org

19

League of European Research Universities (LERU)
Minderbroedersstraat 8

3000 Leuven
BELGIUM

Katrien Maes:
katrien.maes@leru.org


