
From idealism to pragmatism: our journey in research data curation 

 

 

 Most research Performing 

Organisations have their 

own institutional repository: 

• Expensive (maintenance, 

support, size,…) 

• Not domain-specific 

 

 

Ghent University has an institutional 

data registry, Biblio, in which we can 

keep an overview of data created at 

Ghent University and that points to the 

location of those datasets. Researchers 

can use a domain-specific repository. 

 

  How do we find 

datasets produced at 

Ghent University? 

 

Dataset discovery script 

that searches for Ghent 

University 

Datasets in 

repositories 

https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/ 

Do you want to know more? 

Contact us, follow us or visit our website 

rdm.support@ugent.be 

boekentoren.gent/UGent_OS 

@UGent_OS 

@UGent_OS 
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No automated bulk 

import in Biblio 

possible yet 

 

January 
2022 

 

Total # datasets: 25 

Datasets linked to 

Publications: 17 

 

NOW 

 

Total # datasets: 194 

Datasets linked to 

Publications: 88 

REPOSITORIES 

AGGREGATORS 

DATA TYPES 

ORGANISATIONS 

LICENSES 

PID TYPES 

 

Establish Ghent University  

Research Data Community on 

Zenodo. Making data curation 

possible with a built-in messaging 

system between data curators and 

researchers, and datasets appear 

higher in searches. 

 

The 2016 RDM policy only encourages 

researchers to share data (as open as 

possible, as closed as necessary), no 

monitoring was done. 

 

FUTURE 

 

Since 2023, Ghent University has a new policy on 

scholarly publishing . Registration in our institutional 

register (Biblio) of published datasets with at least 

one Ghent University creator, supporting publications 

from 2023 or later is mandatory 

 Future perspectives: 

• Expand curation services (additional 

infrastructures for data archiving and 

publishing, e.g. FAIRVault) 

• Automate as much as possible, to lower 

the administrative burden for researchers 

• Keep up with developments in research 

data curation 

• Actively participate in more community 

efforts like the project group enriching 

metadata 

Research data curation is the iterative 

review and revision of data & metadata 

to improve their FAIR-

ness - optimising them 

for both current use and 

future discovery and re-

https://www.ugent.be/en/research/datamanagement

