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The Royal Higher Institute for Defence

Institut royal supérieur de défense (IRSD) (defence-institute.be)

High Studies
Security & Defence

https://www.defence-institute.be/
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Belgian
Security and

Defence Policy

Defence, Industry 
and

Research Strategy

Toolbox
Support to RDI

Setting the scene

Use cases and
opportunities
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Uw toekomst. Onze missie
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Plan STAR : Security – Technology – Ambition - Resilience

People Equipment Defence 

Technological and

Industrial Base

(DTIB)

The DIRS is the overall long-term strategy for « all » actors involved in the development and support 
of the national scientific, technological and industrial potential in the field of security and defence.
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The DIRS big picture

Strategy

Policies
PROTECT AND 

ANCHOR

MANAGE AND 
OPTIMIZE

FACILITATE AND 
SUPPORT

INFORM

Effective support policies tailored to the needs.

5
Strategic

Objectives

15
Technology

Domains

4
Policy

Themes

1.8
mia€

Resources Governance

Developed and executed by the entities 
having the responsibility

DIRS Mgt Cel, DIRS-SC,
Industrial Defense Council
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Capability requirements
and

European Strategic 
Autonomy

Vision
TRL
1-3

TRL
4

TRL
5-6

TRL
7

TRL
8-9

MRL
10

Research
Window

Development
Window

Production
Window

Enabling
S&T

Solution
Analysis

Technology 
development

Operations and 
Support

System Development 
and demonstration Production and Deployment

System / Capability Development

Sustainment
Window

Create Sustainable Value Chains

National autonomy
requirements

Invest upstream to participate from the outset in European and transatlantic capability programs, 
while also supporting Belgian national capability requirements as needed.

Strategy = Making choices
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billion € period 2022-2030

This government outlined an ambitious budget growth trajectory :

Plan STAR

o R&T : PESCO commitment for activities in the Research Window (2% of defence effort)

Military Program Law

o Support to DTIB : % of the defence effort

o Major projects: participation in major development projects, % of defence effort

1,8

M€ cte2022 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

R&T (TRL <6) 13            22            33            53            74            95            115         136         157         

Support to BDTIB 44            48            49            51            53            

Large scale R&D programmes 80            160         307         319         

Total 13            22            33            53            118         223         324         494         529         

Cumulated Total 13            35            68            121         239         462         786         1.280      1.809      
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Defence procurement policy

R&T-capacity Defence

EDF Research action

Essential Security Interest Measures 

Strategic Partnerships

DEFRA

CapTechs - EDA Cat B

DIANA *

NIF *

Structural Partnerships RDI

Ecosystems RDI

EDF Development action

NGWS/FCAS

Space R&D via ESA

Portfolio of support mechanims
* DIANA / NIF cofinanced by Flanders (28%) , Wallonia (42%)  and Defence (30%)

Federal toolbox – portfolio support mechanism

Research Development Production Life Cycle Support
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From policy to reality
Focus on Maritime Security
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• Make Belgium a reference in the field of MCM, 
and to support the Belgian Navy with innovative solutions.

• Grant Capture – EDF, Horizon Europe, …

• Through life development MCMV capability 
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MIRICLE - Mine Risk Clearance for Europe (Be lead)
• Naval Group Belgium, DotOcean, ECA, Space Applications, VLIZ

EUROGUARD - Medium-size semi-autonomous surface vessel
• DotOcean; NGB

E-NACSOS - Naval Collaborative Surveillance
• NGB

SWAT-SHOAL - Underwater manned-unmanned teaming and swarms

• NGB

E=MCM - Mine counter measures Capabilities (Be lead)
• NGB, dotOcean, Exail, SpaceApp, VLIZ, RMA

Ongoing European Defence Fund projects

20

22

23
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European Defence Fund

24
mio€

mio€
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Defence Research Action - Ongoing

Dep5GforRNAV - Deployable 5G networks for advanced naval applications

• IMEC, Citymesh

AHOI - Adaptive Human Operator Interaction with Autonomous Systems

• University of Antwerp - Product development, IMEC - IDLab, MAHI, Antwerp Maritime Academy

SIREN - Ship Intel foR the BElgian Navy

• e-BO Enterprises Product Management, OIP Sensor Systems, imec / SAT, RMA / CISS

MARISPEC – continuous and autonomous UAS monitoring of offshore infrastructure

• University of Antwerp, DronMAtrix, Xenics

AQUA-MESH – continuous communication and sensing with dynamic underwater swarms

• IMEC, uWare Technologies, ULB

NAV-ALERT – Monitor and assess the alertness and stress levels of naval crew 

• IMEC, Bainisha, Magicview, ePoint

SAILS - autonomous integrated landing system for UAS for naval domain

• SABCA, Agilica, RMA

22

23

24
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Defence Research Action - 2025
Call for proposals in specific themes, R&T proposals up to TRL 6 with a 2 to 4 year duration

Partnerships: Triple helix collaborative approach between government, industry and academia

Timing: Yearly call published 4th quarter X, evaluation X+1, contract award by end of year X+1, 

Budget 2025 : 20 Mio€

Call 2025 : 8 themes + 1 open call for defence related research

• Sensor Technologies

• Critical Maritime Infrastructure

• Open Call for defence-relevant research

Information:  www.belspo.be/belspo/defra
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inno4def.be

Hackathons Share Your Idea
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Ecosystems for research, development and innovation

• Ecosystems activities to create sustainable value chain

• Theme specific

• Pilot project 2024/2025

• Protection Critical Maritime Infrastructure

• Linkup with existing ecosystems

• Financial support

• Operating cost Ecosystem Management Organisation

• Acccess to funding for RTDI activities 
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Ecosystems for research, development and innovation

State aid RDI

Public Procurement

Regions / Investors / Grant capture

EMO

• Consolidated text: Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (Text with EEA relevance)Text with EEA relevance

• Communication from the Commission — Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation

50% 65%-90%

100% + PM

Capability requirements
and

European Strategic 
Autonomy

National autonomy
requirements

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02014R0651-20230701
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52014XC0627%2801%29
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RDI Ecosystem - Protection Critical Maritime Infrastructure

• Feasibility Study 2024/mid 2025
• Political approval process started

• Deliverables
• Vision, Strategy, Action plan

• Stakeholders, commitment

• Governance

• 5-year funding plan (OC, RTDI)
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Captains of industry

Opportunity is calling.
Will you answer ?
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Participate in our Survey on the Belgian Defence and 
Security-related Technological and Industrial Base (BE-DSTIB)

Belgian Defence is conducting a 12-minute
survey to gather insights for an aggregate
impact analysis of the BE-D(S)TIB. We would
greatly appreciate your participation!

After the survey, you will receive exclusive
access to a dashboard with some direct
insights.

You can access more info and the survey via
the Belgian Royal Higher Institute for
Defence* (scan the QR-code or type in the
link below).

At the end of the survey, you can choose to
opt-in to share the data with Agoria-BSDI
and/or with a POC at (one of) the regions
responsible for supporting the D(S)TIB.

https://www.defence-institute.be/en/defence-industry-
and-research-strategy/→ Survey BE-DSTIB

(the deadline has been extended)

https://www.defence-institute.be/en/defence-industry-and-research-strategy/
https://www.defence-institute.be/en/defence-industry-and-research-strategy/
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