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The European Defence Industrial Strategy

The European Union needs to strengthen the European Defence Technological and Industrial Base (EDTIB) and achieve 
defence industrial readiness. This is necessary to better protect our citizens and support our partners

EDIS is a joint communication of the Commission and the High Representative that sets a vision for the European 
defence industrial policy until 2035 and announces the following actions:

• Strengthen the EDTIB through increased, more collaborative and European investment from Member States;
• Improve the responsiveness of the European defence industry under any circumstances and time horizon;
• Mainstream a defence readiness culture, including across EU policies;
• Team up with our strategic, like-minded and international partners.

EDIS Factsheet

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/333faee1-a851-44a6-965b-713247515d39_en
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EDIP is a Regulation proposed by the Commission to start implementing concrete measures identified in the European 
Defence Industrial Strategy (EDIS). EDIP looks to:

• Provide financial support with €1.5 billion from the EU budget over the period 2025-2027
• Strengthen the competitiveness and responsiveness of the EDTIB
• Ensure the availability and supply of defence products
• Promote cooperation with Ukraine on the recovery, reconstruction and modernisation of its defence industry

EDIP Factsheet

The European Defence Industry Programme

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/638c4482-0715-4aef-ac86-6529ce2dfd4b_en?filename=DEFIS_EDIP_factsheet.pdf
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~8 billion



6

20
24

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en 

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en
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Condition for application Value of the bonus*

PESCO Bonus

Action developed in context of the 

Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO)
+10% for all activities in the action

‘Mid-cap’ bonus 

% eligible costs allocated to ‘Midcaps’ 

established in the EU (or NO) ≥ 15% 
+10% for the activity

SME Bonus

% eligible costs allocated to ‘SMEs’ 

established in the EU (or NO) ≥ 10% 

% of eligible costs allocated to ‘non cross-border SMEs’ 

established in the EU or NO (maximum 5%) 

+ 

2 x % of eligible costs allocated to ‘cross-border SMEs’ 

established in the EU or NO

Bonus system to incentivise participation of SMEs and mid-caps

The bonus system: development actions

* Overall bonus capped to 35%
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BE participates in 27 of them
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Naval and space technology dominate the first three years of 
the European Defence Fund
28 May 2024 | News

The two sectors received most funding from the EDF, collecting 22% of the total EU contribution

https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/naval-and-space-technology-dominate-first-three-years-
european-defence-fund 

The results of the European Defence Fund’s (EDF) 2023 call saw 54 projects awarded total funding of just above €1 billion. 
In all, 581 organisations will take part in this third batch of projects, with SMEs receiving 18% of the total funding.

Naval- and space-focused projects have now attracted around €692 million over the course of the scheme’s three years 
of existence. This amounts to around 22% of the total EU investment in the fund.

Air combat and ground combat follow… .

https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/naval-and-space-technology-dominate-first-three-years-european-defence-fund
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/naval-and-space-technology-dominate-first-three-years-european-defence-fund
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National Focal Points: 
https://defence-industry
space.ec.europa.eu/eu
defence-industry/network
european-defence
national-focal-points
nfp_en 

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en 

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/network-european-defence-fund-national-focal-points-nfp_en
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Capability Technology Areas (CapTechs)
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EDA Capability Technology Areas (CapTechs)

• CapTechs to undertake research & technology (R&T) activities in response to agreed defence capability needs 
in 15 working groups

• Overarching Strategic Research Agenda (OSRA) defines Technology Building Blocks (TBB) with a roadmap 
with concrete project ideas

• Participation: to become non-Governmental Expert (CnGE) contact the CapTech National Coordinators (CNC)

• BelCNC@mil.be

• More info: 

• Capability Technology Areas (CapTechs) (europa.eu)

• Calendar : Industry Engagement Roadmap 2024 (europa.eu)

• Discover the EDA activities (europa.eu)

• my.eda.europa.eu 

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/brochures/eda-osra-brochure.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/posters/28---osra-technology-building-blocks.pdf
mailto:BelCNC@mil.be
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/research-technology/capability-technology-areas-(captechs)
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/industry-engagement/industry-engagement-roadmap-2024
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities
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EDA Capability Technology Areas (CapTechs)

List of CapTechs

1. CapTech Technologies, Components and Modules

2. CapTech Radio Frequency Sensors Technologies

3. CapTech Electro Optical Sensors Technologies

4. CapTech Communication Information Systems and Networks

5. CapTech Materials and Structures

6. CapTech Missiles and Munitions

7. CapTech Aerial Systems

8. CapTech Ground Systems

9. CapTech Guidance, Navigation and Control

10. CapTech Naval Systems

11. CapTech Simulation Technologies

12. CapTech CBRN and Human Factors

13. CapTech Cyber Research & Technology

14. CapTech Energy and Environment

15. CapTech Space

CapTech Membership

Each CapTech is composed of three membership levels.

• CapTech National Coordinators act as the official participating Member State 

(pMS) representative in the CapTech and coordinates CapTech activities within 

their pMS, including information exchange.

• CapTech Governmental Members are appointed from Governmental 

organisations such as public RTOs, Ministries of Defence or the Military. CGEs 

contribute as an expert to specific topics, discussions and activities and supports 

the CNC in CapTech activities.

• CapTech non-Governmental Experts contributes as an expert to CapTech

discussions and activities. They may propose R&T ad-hoc projects and studies on 

a bottom up (technology push) and respond to top-down (capability pull) requests. 

CnGES are appointed from Industry, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs), 

Research Organisations, scientific institutes and academia. CnGE membership is 

subject to the approval of the relevant CNC.

Registrations can be facilitated by contacting the appropriate CapTech moderator via 

the functional email address which can be found at each of the individual CapTech

pages or by registering at the following link REGISTRATION.

https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-components
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-rf-sensors-technologies
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-optronics
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-information
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-materials-structures
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-ammunition-technologies
https://www.eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-air
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-ground-systems
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-guidance-navigation-and-control
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-maritime
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-simulation-technologies
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-cbrn-and-hf
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/cyber-defence
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/energy-and-environment-programme
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/captech-space
https://registration.eda.europa.eu/
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EDA Cat B - Ad Hoc projects and programs

• Collaboration between at least two member states 

• in line with EDA strategic research agenda discussed in CapTech

• executed by research institutions and industry from the participating member states

• Approval of EDA Steering board is required

• Significant effort to complete Project or Programme Arrangement (PA) between nations and a Research 
Technical Proposal (RTP) between consortium participants

• Strategic effort for companies willing to position themselves within European consortia

• Funding support by Belgian Defence is possible and requires an evaluation by RHID

• Up to 100% of eligible costs for research institutions

• Up to 50% of eligible costs for industry

!!!  Start to inform RHID ASAP of funding request !!!
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Why, what and how?
Upcoming and disruptive dual-use technologies in a trans-Atlantic innovation ecosystem:

Big data

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Autonomy

Quantum

Novel materials 

Advanced manufacturing

Aerospace

Biotechnology

Human enhancement

Energy and propulsion
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Project calls 2023 - 2024

• First calls were launched in june 2023 with 3 pilot challenges

• The 2024 calls had already 5 challenges

• Full operational capacity is expected in 2025 with yearly 10 challenges
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Testcenters

10/08/2024 |  PAGE 24

UNITED KINGDOM

operational testing

PORTUGAL

AI, data, autonomy, 

novel materials

BELGIUM – 14 sites

AI, autonomy, hypersonics, 

manufacturing, cyber, 

nanoelectronics, ICT

NETHERLANDS – 2 sites

AI, robotics, autonomous 

systems, novel materials, 

energy, quantum

ESTONIA – 6 sites

AI, data, autonomy, cyber, robotics, 

space, quantum, biotechnologies, 

novel materials, manufacturing, 

unmanned vehicles, aerospace

LATVIA

AI, data, communication technology

POLAND – 7 sites

AI, data, autonomy, CBRN, cyber, 

communication technology, quantum

SLOVAKIA – 6 sites

AI, data, autonomy, robotics, cyber, 

space, aerospace, biotechnology

GREECE – 4 sites

AI, data, autonomy, space, 

quantum, biotechnology, novel 

materials and manufacturing

ITALY – 2 sites

data, maritime, ISR, air, 

space, materials

DENMARK – 4 sites

quantum, nanotechnologies, 

novel materials, optics, 

laser, metrology

GERMANY – 9 sites

AI, data, autonomy, space, 

quantum, hypersonics, secure 

communications, energy and 

propulsion, semiconductors

HUNGARY – 2 sites

AI, autonomy, cyber

ROMANIA – 2 sites

AI, hypersonics

BULGARIA – 3 sites

AI, data, autonomy

TURKEY – 2 sites

AI, data, autonomy, 

computing, cyber, 

biotechnology, space, 

hypersonics, quantum

NORWAY

data, autonomy, 

robotics LITHUANIA – 6 sites

AI, data, autonomy, cyber, greentech, 

biotechnology, space, novel materials, 

energy and propulsion

FRANCE – 10 sites

AI, autonomy, quantum, 

biotechnologies, energy and 

propulsion, novel materials, 

advanced manufacturing, 

hypersonics, space

SLOVENIA – 3 Sites

AI, 5G, cybersecurity, 

critical infrastructure

SPAIN – 5 sites

AI, maritime, neurotechnology, 

5G, quantum communications, 

energy

Key

Test Centres 

Accelerators

Regional Offices

Regional Hub 

Test Centres in the United States
across all emerging and disruptive technology areas
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NATO
Innovation Fund

Investing EUR 1 billion in deep tech to secure
the future of the Alliance’s 1 billion citizens

The NATO Innovation Fund (NIF) was created
to supercharge the Alliance’s unique
innovation ecosystems. Allied talent and
research in Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM) are world-leading,
but the market to support deep tech
innovation is underfunded. With the NIF, we
are creating a commercialisation machine in
both the private and public sectors, backing
innovators to secure the future for the
Alliance's 1 billion citizens.
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Focus
The NIF is a standalone EUR 1 billion venture capital fund supporting ambitious founders developing emerging and disruptive 
technologies. For us, high-impact verticals include artificial intelligence (AI), biotechnology, energy & propulsion, 
manufacturing, and space. We are passionate about autonomy, hypersonics, new materials and quantum, and want to shore 
up cutting-edge hardware and software.
Rallying around NATO’s Emerging and Disruptive Technologies (EDTs), our focus will evolve in parallel with today’s rapid 
innovation environment.

https://www.nif.fund/

https://www.nif.fund/connect  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_184303.htm?
https://www.nif.fund/
https://www.nif.fund/connect
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Thank you for your attention

Mark Antonissen – VLAIO / NCP Flanders
mark.antonissen@vlaio.be
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