
The capacity development of the 
Belgian Navy in the next decade

0 4  O C T  2 0 2 4

• M A R I N E  

• K T Z S B H  V A N  B E L L E G H E M  K R I S T O F  



Agenda

A challenging and changing environment 

Conclusions

1

2

3

The Belgian Navy in 2035 – design orientations



Agenda

A challenging and changing environment 

Conclusions

1

2

3

The Belgian Navy in 2035 – design orientations



4

Political guidance : a cyclic process

PERSONNELEquipment READINESS ?

BE F Gov

« De Croo »

BE F Gov

« TBD »

2019 2020
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Law on Mil. Programming

[aLPM]

2024
BE Fed Polling

202x

Period : 

2016-2030

2017

Period : 

2022-2030

2022

BE F Gov

« Michel »

Shape the future while

looking at past and present

Plan ??? Period ? 

202X-203X
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Innovation and EDT’s
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UKR war – So what ?

• Accelerate innovation and strenghten industrial 
response 

• Develop the ability to counter UxS (unmanned 
systems) and use drones in all dimensions

• Improve decision-making, response time, and 
accelerate the "kill chain" (using AI)

• Further develop the NMW capacity against mines

• Strengthen the capacity to protect critical 
infrastructure (including cyber) 
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The threat is out there…
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C2-Inno
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Surface combattants
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Naval Mine Warfare
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Coastal Security
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Harbour protection
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Infrastructure and C2 - Innovation



Agenda

A challenging and changing environment 

Conclusions

1

2

3

The Belgian Navy in 2035 – design orientations



16

Conclusions –> so what?

• Challenging and changing environment: 

o Mutual support Industry – Navy

oR&D and exchange of knowledge

oEarly identification of needs and solutions

• New capabilites - projects

oOpportunities to seize
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