
Open Access in 2013 

EWI Focus Workshop ï 14th October 2013 
 

Johanna Kuhn 

BioMed Central Ltd 

 



Agenda 

ÅImportance of Open Access 

ÅOpen access - a changing landscape 

ÅSpringer and Open Access 

ÅOpen Access in Belgium from Springerôs 

perspective 

 

 

 

 

 



Importance of Open Access 



Open Access publishing 

5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳƻŘŜƭΧΦΦ 

Åno subscription barriers 

Åuniversal access 

Åresearch is openly 
licensed to allow reuse  

 

Same quality and standards 

ÅEditors in chief 

ÅEditorial boards 

ÅPeer review 

ÅIndexing 

 



Why Open Access? 

ÅBreaks down barriers between disciplines 

Å Promotes public engagement with scientific and medical 
research 

Å Creates an open global forum for scientific communication 

 

Å For researchers:  

ÅVery high visibility 

ÅWidely indexed 

Å Excellent peer review 

Å No barriers to dissemination (also social sharing) and 
access to research 

Å Higher citations 

 

 

 



Visibility 

Taken on: 07/10/2013 



Open access - a changing 

landscape 



The changing landscape of open 

access publishing 
 

2000                            2013 

!ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧ 

http://cellreports.cell.com/


Open Access in 2013   

ÅThere are nearly 10.000 open access journals in the 

DOAJ 

ÅOver 1000 open access journals are indexed by ISI 

ÅOpen access to research is now mandatory in nearly 

150 institutions and at over 50 funders 

ÅA recent study found that 8.5% of peer reviewed 

articles are now published in a fully open access form* 

*Study of open access ï Bo Christer Bjork, PLOS One 



A busy year for open access 
Å ñAcademic Springò has kept Open Access in the news 

Å David Willetts (UK Science Minister), voiced strong 

support for OA, and announced involvement of Jimmy 

Wales in policy development 

Å The Finch report found open access would lead to 

efficiency benefits for researchers and produce 

economic growth 

Å July 2012, RCUK release policy on access to 

research outputs 

Å Sept 2012, BIS money release to pump-prime top 30 

institutions. 

Å April 2013, RCUK block grants of 3bn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NWO ς Incentive Fund Open Access ς 
publications 

ÅResearch results that have 
been obtained using public 
funds must be made as public 
as possible 

ÅNWO has therefore made a 
budget available specifically 
for the funding of open 
access publications 

ÅPrincipal applicants of 
research funded by NWO  

ÅA maximum budget of 5000 
euros per research project is 
available 



Springer and Open Access 



Open Access flavors at Springer 

Hybrid Open Access 

ÅOpen Access option 

in majority of 

Springer titles 

ÅOpen Choice for 

individual authors: 

Article fee  

ϵ 2200/ US$ 3000 

Fully Open Access 

Å  

 

Å  

 

 

!ǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

Å  

 

Å  

     Journals & Books(NEW!) 
 

ÅSelf-archiving of 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

manuscript version 

ÅUpload service for 

NIH funded authors 

 

 

Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license for journal articles 

Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC) license for books 



BioMed Central 

ÅLaunched first open access journal in 2000 

ÅNow publishes 257 OA titles 

ÅOver 150,000 peer-reviewed OA articles published  

ÅBecame part of Springer in 2008 

ÅMore than 10 million article downloads per month 

ÅAll research articles published under Creative 

Commons license 

ÅCosts covered by 'article processing charge' (APC) 



BioMed Central subject areas 



ÅOpen access journals covering all disciplines 

ÅCreative Commons 

ÅOver 150 peer reviewed journals 

ÅPlanned addition of 400-500 journals in next few years 

ÅAdministered by BioMed Central 

 

 
 

 

What is                          ? 





Business Model 

Article-processing charge (APC) covers: 
Å Editorial: handling of manuscripts 

Å Technical: development, maintenance and operation of online 
journal system 

Å Production: Formatting and mark up of articles, inclusion in 
indexing services 

Å Marketing: Making sure readers and authors know about the 
journal 

Å Customer service: Responding to authors/readers 

 

 



Growth in Submissions and Publications 



BioMed Central journals with 

impact factors 
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Top 10 Impact Factors for  

BioMed Central journals 
Journal Impact Factor 

Genome Biology 10.3 

Particle and Fibre Toxicology 9.18 

BMC Medicine 6.68 

BMC Biology 6.53 

Breast Cancer Research 5.87 

Retrovirology 5.66 

Biotechnology for Biofuels 5.55 

Molecular Cancer 5.13 

Cell Communication and 
Signaling 

5.09 

Critical Care 4.72 

http://www.genomebiology.com/
http://www.particleandfibretoxicology.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcbiol/
http://www.breast-cancer-research.com/
http://www.retrovirology.com/
http://www.biotechnologyforbiofuels.com/
http://www.molecular-cancer.com/
http://www.biosignaling.com/
http://www.biosignaling.com/
http://www.ccforum.com/


BioMed Central & Springer Open 

Institutional Agreements 

Prepay Agreement 

ÅOrganisation covers the 
article cost (APC) for their 
researchers by deposit 

ÅNo membership fee 

ÅResearchers do not pay 
anything 

ÅDiscount on the APC for 
institution 

ÅDeposit available without 
time limits 

Shared Support 
Agreement 

ÅCost shared equally 
between institution and 
researcher 

ÅNo membership fee 

ÅAdditional discount on 
APCôs for researchers 

ÅDeposit available without 
time limits 

Supporter Agreement 

ÅOrganisation does not 
cover the APC for the 
researchers 

ÅAnnual membership fee 
for institution 

Å15% discount on APCôs ï 
researchers pay less 

For all agreement types: 

ÅAutomated article feeds 

ÅInstitutional Members Page 

ÅMarketing and PR support 

ÅAutomatic IP recognition or submission by code 





463 members in 51 countries 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/inst/  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/inst/


Open Access in Belgium from 

Springerôs perspective 
 

Source: http://openaccess.be/  


