



Fourth Teleconference R&I DGs on R&I action on COVID-19
14 May 2020
14.00 – 16.00 hrs

Annotated Agenda

14.00 – 14.05 		Welcome by Jean-Eric Paquet, Director-General DG R&I
14.05 – 14.45		ERAvsCorona Action Plan – state of play
The purpose of this agenda point is to provide information on the implementation of the first 10 priority ERAvsCorona actions (except action 1 and 7 which will be discussed separately under the next point of the agenda), and inform on the developments on additional actions. Information from the meeting with associated countries will be presented as well.
Background paper for this agenda point is: an overview of implementation of individual actions with incorporated overview of Associated Countries interest and international dimension. 


14.45 – 15.30 		Information on the Ad-hoc working group (action 1) and ad-hoc High Level R&I Task Force on the Coronavirus (action 7)
The purpose of this agenda point is to inform about the work of the working group and its four subgroups (action 1) and clarify its role and deliverables as well as to discuss the necessity of  setting up a Task Force (action 7) in the context of advisory structures currently in place.
Background papers for this agenda point are: (i) an overview of the ongoing works under action 1; (ii) a mapping of the set-up and existing advisory structures in the context of discussion on action 7. 
Questions for discussion: Do you agree with the main tasks attributed to the ad-hoc working group on action 1? Do you think that the advisory structures shown in the background document are sufficient in the present situation? 



15.30 – 15.45		Pledge – State of play
Under this point, information on the pledge event will be presented. Member States are kindly asked  to verify, preferably before the meeting, the table with national pledges and specify whether national public R&I Corona oriented calls (column E) were included or not in the overall pledge as presented on 4 May (column D). A contact person for that is Dulce.Boavida@ec.europa.eu 
Background paper for this agenda point is: an updated overview of Member States pledges. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]  

15.45 – 16.00	AOB Discussion on next steps and conclusions
NB: Under this point we would have also a general exchange on R&I in the recovery.  

Member States are kindly requested to send their input in writing beforehand and to focus on key messages in their intervention during the videoconference.

***
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Mapping of advisory structures in the context of the discussion on setting-up a Task Force (action 7) 


 


Following comments on setting up a Task Force as foreseen in the ERAvsCorona Action Plan, the note includes information on structures 
established to advise on Coronavirus aspects and already existing advisory fora in R&I area. Its purpose is to serve as a background 
document for the discussion before any further steps are taken.     


 
I. OVERVIEW OF SET-UP AND EXISTING STRUCTURES 


Set-up for R&I Coronavirus related activities  


 Advisory panel on COVID-19: group of epidemiologists and virologists to provide recommendations to the Commission on response 
measures, including policy measures for addressing and mitigating medium and long-term consequences of COVID-19, chaired by the 
Commission President, Ursula von der Leyen, and co-chaired by Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety  


 Special Advisor to President Von der Leyen: Peter Piot appointed as an advisor to help the Commission  in supporting and steering 
research and innovation (R&I) in the global fight against Covid-19 


 Meetings of R&I DGs of MS: organized to face the Corona related challenges covering the whole spectrum of R&I actions needed 
and to ensure strategic coordination between the Commission services and MS (and 3 AC), taking into account ERA priorities, 
without prejudice to implementation of individual actions via adequate channels. 


 COVID 19 Ad Hoc group: set up to cover the whole pipeline (from pre-clinical research to products being available to citizens 
regarding vaccines, diagnostics and treatment) and to cover the following priority issues: clinical trials, manufacturing, testing and 
financing via its 4 subgroups. 


 Foresight: study on the scientific, technological and societal conditions for the end of the COVID 19 crisis; May-July 2020 
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Already existing R&I advisory structures  


 Group of Chief Scientific Advisors: A group of highly qualified independent experts with a task to provide independent scientific 
advice to the EC to inform its decision-making and thus contribute to the quality of EU legislation. The Group of Chief Scientific 
Advisors has not to date provided advice on R&I policy but rather informs other policies based on an analysis of scientific evidence. 


European Science Advisors Forum (ESAF): An independent, informal network of European science based strategic advisers, driven by its 
members to exchange best practices and to promote science advice for policy in Europe 


 European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies (EGE): An independent, multi-disciplinary body which advises on all 
aspects of Commission policies where ethical, societal and fundamental rights issues intersect with the development of science and 
new technologies. 


 European Commission Expert Group “Economic and Societal Impact of Research and Innovation” (ESIR): A group of independent 
experts with a task to deliver analysis, insight and recommendations for the further elaboration of policies that can enhance the 
contribution of R&I to the overall EU policy agenda. 


 European Research Area and Innovation Committee (ERAC): A policy advisory body assisting the EC and the Council of the EU by 
providing strategic input on R&I issues relevant to the development of the European Research Area (ERA). 
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Already existing R&I 
advisory structures


Group of Chief Scientific 
Advisors


(SAM)


European Group on Ethics in 
Science and New Technologies 


(EGE)


European Commission Expert 
Group “Economic and Societal 


Impact of Research and 
Innovation” (ESIR)


European Research Area and 
Innovation Committee (ERAC)


What do they cover


Scientific advice on formulation of response measures;


Identification and mitigation of significant gaps;


Prioritisation of health care, civil protection and other 
resources;


Recommendation of policy measures for addressing and 
mitigating long-term consequences of COVID-19.


To help  in supporting and steering R&I n the global fight 
against Covid-19


To ensure high level involvement and coordination 
between the EC services and MS without prejudice to 


implementation of individual actions via proper channels


To cover the whole pipeline (from pre-clinical research to 
products being available to citizens) in the following 
priority issues: vaccines, treatments and diagnostics


Predictions and scenarios for the public health and socio-
economic context of the lifting of COVID 19 emergency 
measures and the return to normal life across Europe


Strategic input on R&I issues relevant to the development 
of ERA


advises on all aspects of Commission policies where 
ethical, societal and fundamental rights issues


Independent scientific advice to inform decision-making 
and thus contribute to the quality of EU legislation


Deliver analysis, insight and recommendations for the 
further elaboration of policies that can enhance the 


contribution of research and innovation to the overall EU 
policy agenda


Set-up for R&I Coronavirus related 
activities 


Advisory panel on COVID-19


Special Advisor to President Von der 
Leyen


Meetings of R&I DGs of MS 


COVID 19 Ad Hoc group (action 1) and its 
four subgroups 


Foresight study on the scientific, 
technological and societal conditions for 


the end of the COVID 19 crisis
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II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SET-UP AND EXISTING STRUCTURES 


Advisory panel on COVID-19 


Composed of epidemiologists and virologists from different Member States to provide recommendations to the Commission on response 
measures, including policy measures for addressing and mitigating medium and long-term consequences of COVID-19. This panel, which was 
created following a mandate by EU Member States is chaired by the Commission President, Ursula von der Leyen, and co-chaired by Stella 
Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety. It is managed by DG SANTE; seven members from six Member States;  


The panel will provide advice to the Commission on the following: 


 Formulation of response measures to be addressed to all Member States in line with the different stages of the epidemic in the EU as 
a whole and taking into account particular Member State contexts; 


 Identification and mitigation of significant gaps, inconsistencies or inadequacies in measures taken or to be taken to contain and 
manage the spread of COVID-19, including in clinical management and treatment, and overcome its impact; 


 Prioritisation of health care, civil protection and other resources as well as support measures to be organised or coordinated at EU 
level; 


 Subsequently, recommendation of policy measures for addressing and mitigating long-term consequences of COVID-19. 


The panel is composed of seven members from six Member States who will act in their personal capacities and independently: 


1) Arnaud Fontanet, FR, The Pasteur Institute in France 


2) Christian Drosten, DE, German Centre for Infection Research 


3) Kåre Mølbak, DK, Statens Serum Institute in Denmark 


4) Lothar H. Wieler, DE, President of Germany’s Robert Koch Institute 


5) Maria Rosaria Capobianchi, IT, Maria Rosaria Capobianchi of the International Medical University in Rome 


6) Marion Koopmans, NL, Erasmus University in Rotterdam 


7) Peter Piot, BE, Director of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 


The European Centre for Diseases Prevention and Control (ECDC), the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the Emergency Response 
Coordination Centre (ERCC) will participate as observers to ensure complementary and that the Panel can capitalise on the work carried out 
by the structures. Based on the scientific advice of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, and the COVID-19 advisory 
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panel, the European Commission published first recommendations for Community measures, for testing strategies on 19 March, and on 
Health Systems Resilience on 30 March. 


 


Special Advisor to the European Commission President Ursula Von der Leyen 


The Commission has appointed Belgian virologist Peter Piot to the post of special advisor to the President Ursula Von der Leyen on the 
response to the coronavirus and COVID--19n. In this role, he will help the Commission in supporting and steering R&I in the global fight 
against Covid-19. 


In the first instance, this will imply advice on the acceleration the development and deployment of diagnostics, treatments and vaccines to 
relieve the present emergency, including recommendations for securing Europe’s sovereignty regarding the development and 
manufacturing at large scale of diagnostics, treatments and vaccine. Professor Piot will also advise on the implementation and scaling up of 
selected R&I approaches, notably as part of a gradual relaxation of containment measures. In the longer-term Professor Piot will provide 
recommendations on R&I activities improving general preparedness, including socioeconomic, behavioural and regulatory aspects. 


Particular attention will be paid to the choice of the most appropriate approach to support relevant R&I efforts, to suitable criteria for 
setting priorities and to coordination at all levels (Member States, EU, international). 


Professor Piot is also Member of the Commission’s advisory panel on COVID-19, which is advises the commission on response measures in 
relation to COVID-19. 


https://global-response.europa.eu/world-leading-virologist-peter-piot-advise-president-von-der-leyen-response-coronavirus-and-covid_en 


 


Meetings of R&I DGs of MS 


Meetings organized to face the Corona related challenges covering the whole spectrum of R&I actions needed and to ensure strategic 
coordination between the Commission services and MS (and 3 AC: IS, NO, CH), taking into account ERA priorities, without prejudice to 
implementation of individual actions via adequate channels (e.g. PC) and policy making decisions via Council structures.     


 


COVID 19 Ad Hoc group (action 1) 


To cover the whole pipeline (from pre-clinical research to products being available to citizens) and to cover the following priority issues: 
vaccines, treatments and diagnostics. This group should enable public funders of research and innovation, to work better together in a 
coordinated and more efficient manner in our immediate need to tackle the current Covid-19 pandemics. Specific objectives of the group 



https://global-response.europa.eu/world-leading-virologist-peter-piot-advise-president-von-der-leyen-response-coronavirus-and-covid_en
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should notably address the development of diagnostics, treatments and vaccines, but the group should first focus on the immediate need 
for an effective strategy regarding the development of vaccine(s), treatments and diagnostics for Covid-19. 


The main purpose of the ad hoc group is to look at the complete vaccine, treatment and testing pipelines from research to deployment from 
a very pragmatic and operational aspect, to identify bottlenecks or challenges and to propose actions to ensure that ongoing developments 
can be progressed and deployed as quickly as possible. A second aim of the group is to collectively get an overview of our combined efforts 
to develop therapies, vaccines and diagnostics in view of the Global Pledging. 


Its work is facilitated by 4 subgroups covering clinical trials, manufacturing, testing and financing. 


  


Foresight 


The objective of the specific contract is to develop quickly predictions and scenarios for the public health and socio-economic context of the 
lifting of COVID 19 emergency measures and the return to normal life across Europe.  


In particular the study will use a Delphi process to probe expert opinion on the need and prospect, over the coming three years, for:  


a) the availability of effective diagnostics, vaccines and therapeutics in the course of the coming two-three years; 


b) stronger public health structures and infrastructures across Europe; 


c) stronger socio-economic and cultural resilience. 


Experts, researchers and practitioners from academia, industry and clinical practice will be asked to respond to a series of specially designed 
questions and justify their answers. The Delphi platform will then give them access to the answers of their peers and allow them to revisit 
their own assessments. Typically, the process leads either to a consensus estimate or divergence towards two poles.   


The results of the Delphi surveys will be synthesized in a report that will present different context scenarios for lifting of the exceptional 
measures and the return to normal life for Europe’s citizens in the coming years. 


 


Group of Chief Scientific Advisors 


Its role is to provide independent scientific advice to the College of European Commissioners to inform their decision-making and thus 
contribute to the quality of EU legislation. It has not to date provided advice on R&I policy but rather informs other policies based on an 
analysis of scientific evidence. The Group gathers seven highly qualified expert members with backgrounds in various disciplines, covering 
both social and natural sciences: Professor Rolf-Dieter Heuer (Chair), Professor Pearl Dykstra (Deputy Chair), Professors Janusz Bujnicki, 
Elvira Fortunato, Nicole Grobert, Carina Keskitalo and Sir Paul Nurse. The Advisors are supported by a team in the European Commission’s 
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Directorate General for Research and Innovation, including staff seconded from the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC), 
and experts from EU Member States.  


The Group works closely with the Science Advice for Policy by European Academies consortium, SAPEA, which consists of five European 
Academy Networks: Academia Europaea, the European Federation of Academies of Sciences and Humanities (ALLEA), The European 
Academies’ Science Advisory Council (EASAC), The European Council of Academies of Applied Sciences (Euro-CASE) and the Federation of 
European Academies of Medicine (FEAM). SAPEA brings together the outstanding knowledge and expertise of fellows from over 100 
Academies, Young Academies and Learned Societies in over 40 countries across Europe, and provides the Evidence Review Reports that 
inform the scientific opinions of the Group of Chief Scientific Advisors. Collectively, the Group of Chief Scientific Advisors, SAPEA, and 
European Commission support staff are known as the Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM).  


The Group welcomed the establishment of the scientific advisory panel on COVID-19 and are ready to contribute to subsequent analysis and 
considerations of proactive future measures.  


 


European Science Advisors Forum (ESAF) 


The European Science Advisors Forum (ESAF) was initiated by Anne Glover while she was Chief Scientific Advisor to President Barroso of the 
European Commission. It met for the first time in 2014. In 2016, as the Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM) became operational, it was 
proposed to strengthen cooperation between existing science advice structures of the European Member States, and between these 
structures and SAM.  


ESAF is an independent, informal network of European science based strategic advisers, driven by its members. Members have to be in a 
formal and active position to provide science based strategic advice to their democratic governments. Their advice should be based on the 
highest quality, publicly available research. ESAF is independent of the European Commission's Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM). 
However, ESAF and SAM communicate and coordinate regularly. Membership of ESAF is based on country representation, but members do 
not formally represent the position of their country. ESAF may invite non-EU European countries to participate. 


https://esaforum.eu/ 


 


European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies (EGE) 


An independent, multi-disciplinary body which advises on all aspects of Commission policies where ethical, societal and fundamental rights 
issues intersect with the development of science and new technologies. 



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fcommission%2Fpresscorner%2Fdetail%2Fen%2Fip_20_481&data=02%7C01%7Cdykstra%40essb.eur.nl%7Ce951ee7a12534a34519b08d7d098c98c%7C715902d6f63e4b8d929b4bb170bad492%7C0%7C0%7C637207227015916579&sdata=w1BMw5lRRIh5X1r%2BXILoI1GdU23LKPfdwILMoHGxC%2Fw%3D&reserved=0

https://esaforum.eu/
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The Group issued a “Statement on European solidarity and the protection of fundamental rights in the COVID-19 pandemic” where it calls for 
a rallying of solidarity at the European and global level and underlines the core ethical considerations that must shape the pathway out of 
the pandemic. 


https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/support-policy-making/scientific-support-eu-policies/ege_en  


 


European Commission Expert Group “Economic and Societal Impact of Research and Innovation” (ESIR) 


The Commission appointed independent experts as members to the Economic and Societal Impact of Research and Innovation (ESIR2) 
Expert Group to deliver analysis, insight and recommendations for the further elaboration of policies that can enhance the contribution of 
research and innovation to the overall EU policy agenda. 


The group focuses on exploring the following questions:    


1) What does Europe need to adjust to become a leading player in riding the new wave of innovation and the digital transformation while 
turning sustainability into Europe’s competitive advantage? How can EU R&I policy support solutions for marrying competitiveness and 
sustainability?  


2) How can EU R&I policy best support systemic transitions for sustainable, inclusive and prosper societies acting in synergy with other EU 
policies through a systemic approach?   


3) How to combine R&I investments, regulations and reforms in a smart way to support systemic transitions for sustainable, inclusive and 
prosper societies? What would be the most suitable policy mix? 


ESIR already prepared a contribution to the Post COVID19 Exit Strategy “Protect, prepare and transform Europe”. 


 


ERAC 


A policy advisory body assisting the European Commission and the Council of the European Union in the field of research, innovation and 
technological development. The main mission of ERAC is to provide strategic input on research and innovation issues relevant to the 
development of the European Research Area (ERA). 



https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/support-policy-making/scientific-support-eu-policies/ege_en




image3.emf
Pledge_Overview  MS  AC_20200508_1400 (002).xlsx


Pledge_Overview MS  AC_20200508_1400 (002).xlsx
After 4 May

				CEPI
Total million EUR
		GAVI
Total million EUR		Total
 Pledge 4 May
million EUR		Public R&I
Total
 million EUR
		
Tests
Diagnostics
		
Prevent 
 Vaccines
		Treat
Therapies 
		Enablers               (inc clinical trials)

		AU		2.00				31.13		26.00				2.00				1.86

		BE		5.00				27.00		35.75				5.00

		BG						0.10		1.20

		CY								2.10

		CZ						0.75		19.50

		DE		140.00				525.00		24.60				140.00

		DK		1.40				50.00		26.80				1.40

		EE						0.10		4.00

		EL						3.00		2.50

		ES		75.00				125.00		57.70				75.00				10.00

		FI		4.00		2.50		36.60		20.45				4.00

		FR						1510.00		37.50

		HR						1.00		1.90

		HU						0.75		5.60

		IE						45.50		23.30								1.80

		IT				120.00		71.50		19.50								10.00

		LT								2.70

		LU		0.80						1.52				0.80

		LV						0.10		5.00

		MT						0.10		5.30

		NL		50.00				192.00		42.00				50.00

		PL						0.75		85.60

		PT						10.00		80.70

		RO						0.20		5.00

		SE						17.54		21.00		6.00						7.00

		SI						13.76		13.76				2.25

		SK						0.75		21.00		4.30

		TOTAL MS		278		123		2663		592		10		280		0		31

		AC

		NO		188.77				188.77		24.20

		CH		20.00				17.08		28.46		4.74		9.50		2.37		2.37

		TOTAL AC		208.77				205.85		52.66		4.74		9.50		2.37		2.37

		EC		100				1000		900		28		352		149		104

		TOTAL MS + EC		378				3663		1492		39		632		149		134

		TOTAL MS+EC+AC		587				3868		1545		44		642		151		137





		Other AC						Total
 Pledge 4 May
million EUR

		RS						2.00

		IL						54.83

		TR						?
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ERAvsCORONA ACTION PLAN – STATE OF PLAY (8 MAY 2020) 


 Action What ? Next steps 


 


1 Coordination of R&I funding 
against the Coronavirus.  
 
 


To create effective European pipelines for 
vaccine, therapy and diagnostic developments 
from research to deployment: 


 


 Clinical trials - support the implementation of 
large-scale, multi-centric clinical trials across 
Europe, paving the way for an EU Wide clinical 
trials network. 


 Manufacturing – to take stock of all possible 
vaccine production facilities that could be 
used for any successful vaccine candidate. 


 Testing – to identify R&D strategies for 
advancing  testing techniques and equipment 
(both direct virus detection and detection of 
antibodies) and  harmonization of 
tests’  performance criteria. 


 Funding – funding must be available to secure 
the full development of the most successful 
vaccine candidates; mapping of national 
research funding efforts. 


Ad-hoc working group was set-up. First meeting 17 April (DG 
R&I/SANTE/JRC; all MS + Switzerland, Norway; EMA, ECDC and 
EIB).  
 
Four sub-groups created and started to meet: 


1) Clinical trials:  met on April 27. 
2) Manufacturing: First meeting on 8 May. 
3) Testing: Met on 30 April. 
4) Financing: met on April 27 and 6 May.  


 
VC with Associated Countries on 22 April. Following the VC, a 
number of Associated Countries have indicated willingness to be 
associated to different aspects of this action (Armenia to 
diagnostic developments; Turkey, Moldova, Tunisia and Israel to 
the action more generally, with existing trials and competences 
nationally). 
 
An international match-making event will be organised in 
collaboration with GloPiD-R (end-June/July) to link Horizon 2020 
funded projects with their international counterparts where it 
makes sense. 


2 Extending and supporting 
large EU wide clinical trials 
for clinical management of 
Coronavirus patients 
 
 
 


In order to have enough evidence about what 
works and what does not, it is essential to avoid 
fragmentation of study initiatives. Studies need 
to enroll a sufficient number of patients, and use 
standardized and agreed upon protocols to reach 
conclusive results on efficacy. 


 


 Joining forces around setting up EU wide 
clinical trials, such as the DisCoVery and 
REMAP-CAP trials, to investigate the efficacy 
and safety of COVID-19 therapeutic 
approaches. 


 The Commission will provide additional 


Sub-group on clinical trials met on 27 April.   
 
The H2020 Health Programme Committee was informed on 21 
April and 7 May about changes in the WP2018-2020 of SC1-
Health to support the activities of ERA Action Plan. 
 
Several Associated Countries have explicitly shared their interest, 
some of them having already developed active clinical trials or 
proposing to share facilities and/or cohorts (Israel, Moldova, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey). 
 
Internationally, collaboration on clinical trials takes place with the 
European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 
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funding so that hospital research sites from all 
MS can participate in large scale trials 
throughout Europe, using the same standard 
protocols and collecting data in a harmonised 
manner. 


 When plausible vaccine candidates become 
available, the clinical trial network could also 
be extended beyond testing of treatments, to 
also include vaccines. 


(EDCTP). In April, two calls were launched. 
Collaboration also takes place through the International Clinical 
Trials Registry Platform of the WHO. 


3 New call 'Expression of 
interest' in Horizon2020 for 
innovative and rapid health-
related approaches for 
responding to Coronavirus 
and deliver quick results 
relevant to society and a 
higher level of preparedness 
of health systems. 
 
 


Call(s) for innovative approaches to deliver quick 
results relevant to society: 
 


(1) Social and economic impacts of the outbreak 
response;  
(2) European COVID-19 cohorts; 
(3) Repurposing of manufacturing for vital medical 
supplies and equipment” 
4) Medical technologies, Digital tools and Artificial 
Intelligence analytics to improve surveillance and 
care at high Technology Readiness Levels 


 
 
Deliver results within 3-18 months to end-users at 
scale.  
Data shared in 'real time' in Coronavirus-dedicated 
results platforms .  


Health Work Programme update. Planned adoption in the coming 
weeks.   
 
 
The H2020 Health Programme Committee was informed on 21 
April and 7 May about changes in the WP2018-2020 of SC1-
Health to support the activities of ERA Action Plan 
 
 
 
EU Science Counsellors will inform research communities in 
international partner countries in a timely manner about 
upcoming funding opportunities. 


4 Increasing support to 
innovative companies  
 
 


 Increase support the recently closed Horizon 
2020 EIC pilot Accelerator addressing 
Coronavirus related issues.  


 
 


 
 
 
 


 Increase support to R&I financial instruments 
addressing Coronavirus related issues both by 


EURO 150 million additional budget specifically for Coronavirus 
relevant innovations submitted to 20 March EIC Accelerator call 
is included in revised EIC Work Programme  adopted on 30 April 
(following fast-track procedure with Programme Committee). 92 
SMEs who submitted Coronavirus relevant applications will be 
invited to the live interviews taking place from 11-20 May. Those 
not funded will receive a Coronavirus “Seal of Excellence”. 
Results to be announced by the end of May. 
 
EC and EIB agreed a reallocation of EURO 350 million for the 
InnovFin IDFF to allow key innovative players developing 
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Commission and Member States  
 
 
 


 Establish a Coronavirus EIC Platform for 
matchmaking services  


 


innovative vaccines candidates, drugs, medical and diagnostic 
devices or novel critical research and innovation infrastructures 
(including production facilities). 
 
First e-pitching event with investors and EIC companies on 15 
April. First match-making with health procurers and EIC 
companies on 23 April. E-Pitching for COVID SME Seal of 
Excellence in the coming weeks. 
 
The Platform should be launched by end May, as a concrete 
follow-up to the Hackathon. Preparations on-going. 
 


5 Creating opportunities for 
other funding sources to 
contribute to R&I actions on 
Coronavirus 
 
 


 Award of Seal of Excellence for Coronavirus 
relevant innovations by SMEs/startups 
evaluated as excellent, but unfunded, under 
EIC calls.  
 
 


 
 


 Ensure State Aid favorable treatment to 
COVID seal proposals > done in the second 
revision of the Temporary Framework.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 Explore additional and complementary 
opportunities for the Seals: national / regional 
funding, private foundations, European 
Investment Project Portal (EIPP), Access2EIC 
project, also in interaction with EIC COVID 
Community Platform    
 


COVID-19 response Seal of Excellence’ (COVID-Seals) will be 
awarded to proposals submitted in the EIC pilot Accelerator call 
with a cut-off date of 20 March. It is estimated that in overall 
approx. 150 COVID-Seals will be awarded by end May to SMEs in 
over 20 Member States and associated countries (some of them 
(e.g. Turkey) will provide support to projects awarded a “Seal of 
Excellence”). 
 
Seals will be signed by both Commissioners (Gabriel and 
Ferreira). 
 
New state aid rules includes an explicit reference to COVID Seal 
of excellence projects. This means that such projects are eligible 
for aid intensities significantly higher than under ‘regular’ State 
aid rules.  The Commission has already approved a number of 
State aid measures that support R&D into the Coronavirus. 
The Commission publishes all Coronavirus-related State aid 
decisions on its website. 
 
A meeting with the Seal Community of Practice, whose members 
represents regional/national public funding bodies, took place on 
27 April, jointly with DG REGIO. DG REGIO confirmed possibility 
to use the flexibility of the Covid Response Investment Initiative 
(CRII+) to COVID Seal proposal; several MS/regional expressed 
intention to support the Seals. Next action: follow-up of those 
interested countries/regions through dedicated guidance on CRII 



https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/what_is_new/covid_19.html

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/what_is_new/covid_19.html
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use, State Aid application and access to relevant data. 
 
In the coming weeks, the Access2EIC – Seal of Excellence online 
community will promote 2 e-Pitching session targeted to the 
COVID seals for potential investors. In addition, the EIPP 
(European Investment Project Portal) will flag the COVID seals 
and promote them towards specific investors. 
 
Besides SoE, work is ongoing on promotion of uptake of existing 
Covid R&i project results towards MA, regional/ national funding 
bodies. 
 


6 Establish a one-stop shop 
for Coronavirus R&I funding  
 
 


Extend the existing platform with information on 
Commission funding to a “ERA Corona platform” 
with information on both Commission and 
national calls on Coronavirus. 
 
 
 


Member States have been asked to send  information according 
to a template. 
The platform exists with information on Commission funding and 
should immediately be expanded with information from national 
authorities. See https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/covid-19 
 
List of countries for which information was received (as of 
07/05/2020): Total: 103.103 unique views so far. 
Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Croatia, Germany, 
Estonia, Italy, Hungary, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Slovakia, 
Sweden, Norway, Switzerland 


 
Still missing : 
Bulgaria , Denmark, Greece, Spain, Finland, France, , Ireland, 
Luxemburg, Latvia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, , Iceland. 


7 Establish an ad-hoc High 
Level R&I Task Force on  the 
Coronavirus 


The Task Force could advise in a more scientific 
and coherent way on possible R&I actions of EU 
relevance on medium and long-term priorities, 
and communicate about coordinated R&I actions 
to the general public. 


To be discussed further in the next R&I DGs video conference (14 
May).  


8 Access to Research 
Infrastructures (RIs) 
 
 


Many research infrastructure highlighted their 
availability to support COVID-19 research, 
including contributing to the creation of the 
COVID-19 data sharing platform launched by the 
EC and EMBL-EBI. 


Grant amendments are needed for many of the RIs concerned 
(about 15 in total), to refocus the activities. Among these, one 
grant amendment has already been processed while further five 
are currently under discussion. In two cases (for TRANSVAC2 and 
EVA-GLOBAL grants), the need for top-up budget emerged, in 



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/covid-19

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/covid-19
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particular to customise and widen vaccine development and 
distribution of virus/reference material services for COVID-19 
research.  
 
A specific provision for awarding additional funding to ongoing 
grant agreements will be included in the Work Programme Part 
for Research Infrastructures through a future amendment. 
 
A new action for the development of a Population Health 
Information Research Infrastructure (PHIRI) is also foreseen to be 
launched and requires an amendment of the Work Programme 
Part for Research Infrastructures. The Programme Committee 
will be consulted on this amendment in May via written 
procedure, as the adoption is planned for the coming weeks. 
PHIRI, building on the European Member States Joint Action on 
Health Information (INFACT)will support research underpinning 
public health policies for COVID-19 and other future crisis fast 
responses.  
 
Information on available services are provided on existing 
Platforms (see for example the EC COVID-19 infrastructures and 
resources page, the ESFRI COVID-19 site, the ERF website, the 
Life Science RI platform) and will be continuously updated.  
 
Armenia, Moldova and Tunisia have shown an interest to 
participate in TRANSVAC-2 / vaccine development. Armenia, 
Tunisia and Turkey have an interest to participate to PRACE (of 
which Turkey is already part). 
TRANSVAC-2 is open to international cooperation. 
The European Virus Archive is delivering reagents all over the 
world, focusing now also on developing countries. 
 
 


9 Research data sharing for 
SARS-CoV-2 and the 
Coronavirus   
 
 


Establishment of European Data exchange 
platform for SARS-CoV-2 and Coronavirus-related 
information exchange, connected to the EOSC, to 
quickly share research data and results to 
accelerate discovery. 


Launched on 20 April (see press release).  
 
Certain Research Infrastructures and SC1 - Health grants, 
including ELIXIR-CONVERGE, VEO and RECODID, will  need top-up 
funding (and grant amendments) to support the deployment of 



https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/health-research-and-innovation/coronavirus-research-and-innovation/infrastructures-and-resources_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/health-research-and-innovation/coronavirus-research-and-innovation/infrastructures-and-resources_en

https://www.esfri.eu/covid-19?mini=2020-03

https://erf-aisbl.eu/research-infrastructures-offer-for-research-on-covid-19/

https://lifescience-ri.eu/ls-ri-response-to-covid-19.html
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Joint effort by the European Commission, the 
European Bioinformatics Institute of the European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL-EBI), the 
Elixir infrastructure and the COMPARE project, as 
well as the EU Member States and other partners. 
 
 
 
 
 


and provide content to the European COVID-19 Data  Platform 
Specific provisions for awarding additional funding to these 
ongoing grant agreements are going to be included in the Work 
Programme Parts for Research Infrastructures and for Societal 
Challenge 1, Health, through an ongoing amendment. 
 
 
EMBL-EBI presented the state of play on the European COVID-19 
Data Platform during the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) 
Governance Board meeting of April 22. Together with EBML-EBI 
and partners, EOSC aims to federate national and institutional 
repositories that can help to advance the data distribution 
mechanisms. 
 
The EOSC Governance Board is a formal working-group of the 
Horizon 2020 Strategic Configuration of the Programme 
Committee running until the end of 2020. The Governance Board 
is mandated to deliberate on the orientations of the actions 
funded across Horizon 2020 in support of the implementation of 
EOSC. Specifically, the GB provides concrete recommendations 
on measures to foster synergies between the EOSC activities 
funded at national, regional or transnational levels.  
The EOSC Governance Board plays an important advisory and 
coordination role, and has already contributed by providing a 
detailed overview of the national landscape, flagging relevant 
repositories, datasets, and initiatives to be made discoverable 
from the European COVID-19 research data platform. In addition, 
to streamline interactions between EMBL-EBI and each Member 
State and Associated Country on further developing the platform, 
the Governing Board delegates have been asked to nominate 
national coordination teams covering multiple angles involving 
policy, data, the research sector and the health care sector. 
These national teams will be essential for all the communities 
within a country to align and interact with EMBL-EBI through a 
single, coordinated voice. 
 
Armenia, the Faroe Islands, Moldova, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, Tunisia and Turkey have expressed an interest in 



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ebi.ac.uk/__;!!DOxrgLBm!V5ZxO3yB5C8Pl1c4vY-ui7t8bnjb0ZAeLZ3xNN017uRJ1xim-BgHu201O6XUVrl9QFKkkwSQuSI$

https://elixir-europe.org/

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.compare-europe.eu/__;!!DOxrgLBm!V5ZxO3yB5C8Pl1c4vY-ui7t8bnjb0ZAeLZ3xNN017uRJ1xim-BgHu201O6XUVrl9QFKkmKR0uoo$
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participating actively. 
The European COVID-19 Data Platform will be promoted 
internationally as it will host data from all different sources and 
give open access to research internationally. 
 


10 Pan-EU Hackathon to 
mobilise European 
innovators and civil society 
 
 


Patronage given by the Commission to a pan-
European Hackathon  (#EUnitedvsVirus). Largest 
hackathon/event ever organised in the world.  
 


Took place on 24-26 April 2020. 


21000 participants, 2160 solutions.  


117 winners were selected and announced on 30 April, and be 
invited to the next step in the process: a “matchathon” to match-
make the winners with partners who will help the solutions  to be 
turned into actual products and services (facilitated by the new 
EIC COVID Platform) 


Matchathon will take place on 22-25 May. 


Group of ministerial representatives met before and after the 
Hackathon to discuss preparations and follow-up. Next meeting 
on 11 May 2020 tackling what Member States can offer to the 
winning projects in term of information sessions, funding, 
trainings. .   


24 out of the 117 solutions invited to the Matchathon were 
proposed by teams from Associated Countries. 


 






